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request. It was certainly of greater importance for him than his
food that he should be able to have undisturbed rest at night.
Within one hour after the interview, a warder came ordering
Mr. Banker to be removed to another quarter. I felt like a mother
suddenly deprived of her only child. It was by a stroke of good
fortune that Mr. Banker was arrested with me and that we were
tried together. At Sabarmati I had written to the District Magis-
trate that I would deem it a courtesy if the authorities did not
separate Mr. Banker from me and had told him that we could
be mutually helpful if he was kept with me. I was reading the
Gita with him and he was nursing my weak body. Mr. Banker
lost his mother only a few months ago. When I met her a few
days before her death, she said she would die in peace as her
son should be quite safe under my care. Little did the noble lady
know how utterly powerless I would prove to protect her son in
the hour of his need. As Mr. Banker left me, I entrusted him to
God's care and assured him that God would take care of him and
protect him.
He has been since permitted to come to me for about half an
hour to teach me carding, which he knows. This he does in the
presence of a warder in order to see that we do not talk about
anything else than the purpose for which he is brought to me.
I am trying to coax the Inspector-General and the Superin-
tendent to let me read the Gita with Mr. Banker during the few
minutes he is allowed to come. This request is under considera-
tion.
In fairness to the authorities, I must mention that Mr. Banker's
animal comforts are well looked after and that he is looking not
bad at all. He is gradually losing his nervousness.
It has required the use of all my tact to retain possession of
seven books, five of which are purely religious and the other two
are an old dictionary I prize and an Urdu manual presented to me
by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad1. Strict orders given to the Superin-
tendent were that prisoners were not to be allowed any books
save the Jail library books. I was given the option of presenting
the said seven books to the Jail library and then using them.
Whilst I was prepared to do so with my other books, I -gently told
the Superintendent that to ask me to present religious books which
I was using or gifts with a history was like asking me to give up
my right arm. I do not know how much tact the Superintendent
1 1888-1958; Congress leader and scholar of Koranic theology; President
of the Indian National Congress, 1923, 1940-45; Education Minister, Govern-
ment of India, 1947-58